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TO'THE RIGHT 
EXCELLENTLY VER- 
ruous Lady, Ma xy, Coun- 


teſle of Buckingham , C. XN. 
wiſheth enent of all felicitie. 
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=o ADAM, 1 Beede net hane 4 
y Lanterne & 4 Canale to 
DJ 2 inveſtigate 4 Vertuous 
A woman, Diogenes had 

- 204 <2) $0 fide an honeſt man : 
they appeare like ſo many Starres,fixed in 
this terreſtrial Globe. Yet no ſooner did 
the Sunne of your preſence enter into the 
Hor 1201 of my thoughts, but it ouerlhad- 
dowed all the fore-appearers Honour 
ſeated 19 Jour breſt, findes it [elfe adorned 


£5114 11ch Palace, making thi if excellent, 
A Be  whith 


PT, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
which makes it admirable, which cauſed 
me to preſent vnto your Lediſbi js protec 
t1on,this my ill-looking Infant, the maden. 
head (.:s T may ſo tearme hou of my inuen> 
 tion,conceined iy my brains, by the frothy 
word of many Hyperbolizing felfe-concei- 
t1ſts, wino deere it their greateſt graceto 
be able to drſerace women. If then (exqut- 
fite Lady)an ouer-ſpeedy or weatting defire 
oft epulſing 7 your ſexes wromgs,hath cauſed 
my braines with Semele, 70 bring forth 
this obortine Bacchiss, or brood, King you the 
lone to mour:ſh it in the lap of your good 
likin7, that being wrapt mthe fraddling 
bans of 10ar fauour the cold of contempt 

may at ſoeaſily freeze it, _ if ge! 


va 2rant a ſafe returne to my Muſe traf- 


fling # her Indies,] ſhall, Par preſen ont 


For th a more 9T'o Prize. 


Your Ladiſhips calinely 


deuoted- in all 


vbieruant ſeruice, 


CH NEVYSTEAD. 


CORRS 


To Ins READER 


SE Ourtecons Reader, if thy tongue 
WM hath not tied thee to a curſt 
wife, [ donbt not, but the ge- 


But when by peruſing thou wouldſt cſpy how 

it is treated of, if thou beeft illeterate, ard 

the Curtaine of Ignorance be drawne before 
the eyes of thy Iudgement, 1 dce not much 

wey how thou art opinionated of me : if tho 
commend me,Tſhal eſteeme(as Antiſthenes Miſere me- 
did,when he was praiſed of an enill one) T4- tu; maljalis 
ther worſe then better of my ſelfe : for quic= quid in me 
| quid pene vulgus laudar, vituperio dignu OO 

elt: /hatſoener ignorance comendaeih, moſt py: 
vſuaky deſernes to be diſcommended, I bad © 
rather with Lyl1machus the Poet bare the 
approbation of one indicions Cato,then rhe 
appianſe of a multitude : the [ndgements of 

the itdicions,and the vnlgay , doe ſeldome 
iumpe. But if thaw beeſt ſuch an one as Luci IT. 
lius would banc bis Auduenr genvber tono- © 4; 

; 13 21 rant, 


_ __ TotheReader. 
rant, nor learned; Becauſe (ſaith hee) the 
one doth under fland nothing, and the other 

| wore then 1 doe of my ſelfe. If thou beeſff, I 
fay, lnkewarme in knowledge, and that the 
Aurora ef Minerua, the dawning of the 

G :: day of literature, begins to twy-light thy ca- 

E pacitie; Tudge fauourably of the fanlts, that © 

| thy Eagle-eyed ſcrupnloſitie perceines, they 

71ay bee errowrs of ignorance ſeene to thee: 
but they are an ignorance of the erronrs,un- 
feene tome. B ut if by the Ladder of indafiry 

(:f ary for the ſubietts ſake dare tocrean ) 

thou haſt aſcended the top of Pernalſus, 7 

weede not tell thee, as the Poet ſaith of one, 

Nemo repente fuit doCiſstmus, that per- 

| feition comes by gegrees.Zeuxis by Helena 

I! was not ſuddenly mid forth with one Penſil: 

Braines ro day are as empty, as Tellus bis 
prrſe of money,may to morrow,with Midas, 
be ſtuft with the gold of innention, 

Q"1inonelt hodie, cras magis aptus 

crit, Whatſoener thou art ,unleſſe thou be a 

| Browniſt,] meane obſtinate,T doubt not,but 

1: will perfume thy breath, for ener tainting 
women with reproches. But thou wilt ſay,thy 

 enill ſpeeches of them proceeds from mirth : 

* thou mayſt as well ſay thou doſt lye with 

chem,as belye thera in tet, No znteutions 

= | can 


THEO E- 


To theReader. 


£4n make abſolate evils good, Againe, ieſts 


ſhould be fecetoſi, not acctoli ; pleaſing,not 
piercing , neither continuall: therefore they 


are called ſales of the Latines, quali condi- 
menta; we ſhould vſe the as Spices, to ſeaſon 
our talke,not as the ſubiect of it. But many 
may ſay with Philippus the leſter, that they 
bane got ſuch an habit in ſpeaking ill of them 
in ieft,that they know not how to ſpeake well 
of theminearneſt. And is a ſhrewd ſigue 
be nener meanes well, that ſpeakes alwayes 


. th. Bat left thou turne from them, to eff on 
mee , for my prolixitie, in bidding mee ( 45 


Diogenes aid the Citizens, that had excee- 
ding ample gates,to a little Citie ) ſhut the 
gates of my Preface,leſt the City of my Book, 
runne forth, I will leaxe thee. 


Thine, as thou vſeſt me, 


Ge N. 
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Of women in general, 


RYF7 Vialinmſequitur, n1- Ser. Epi gt 
SS hil ſequitur , who 
makes alwayes ex- 

/ &| amples his Copie, 
S=2<E& | {hall many times 
————— ercefcom the rules 
of diſcretion; Should I tread in 
the 


Wd 


"lin. 


Of 


 4n Apologie for Women: 


the ſteps of our preciſeſt Methio- 


diſts, in defining my Subiea, I 
might ſceme with Didymas to write 
that which each one knew,and giue 
a new teſtimonie of that old and 
highway Aa 47e v2you N uenuCeladmcs, 
to burne Candle at noone day.For 
what ſo ignorant a Licmias , whoſe 
darke capacitic 1s not enlightened 
with this little candle of knowledge, 
to know what man 15s(for euery one 


| knowes man in generall, though 


few 1n particular themſclues) from 
whom woman diflers, onely in a 


- mater1all deſignation , hauing one 


and the ſame fpecificall eſſence. 
Now the golden Ball, which their 
deſerts do challenge,is not honour, 
nor riche s,nor beauty; but vertue. 
I frriue nor to make them excell 
men, as Ceſar did Pompey in dignt- 
tic, or as the Zydeans Dames did 
their Husbands,in maſterie ; butas 
3 execa did his Father, in vertue : 

| Hec 


or, Womens Defence. 
"Har ifta honeſta comtertio; this is an 
honeſt contention, or contentious 
vriteſ] honeſtic. | » 
gwef) Iris rruc;at firſt, when end was 
and bur two aQors, vpon this Theater 
7:5, of the world, woman was the Sy- 
.Forſ ren, that allured man vnto cvill: 
hoſe} butnow eachiman with Tirefas, is 
ned} metamorphoſed into a - woman: 
dge, | pleaſuresand delights, are the in- 
one] gendring Serpents, that .haue wo- 
vgh manized their affeGions: Men were .. 
rom] the more perfect by nature: but wo-+ 
in a] mennowthen they, by induftrie, 
onef| and it is 1nore difficulttorc-obrain 
nce.ſ vertue, then to keepe it,) Exethen 
heir tempred Adam, but now AO. 
ur, | .tempts Ewe :andit is better to bee , 
we. conquered by Nature, then by Arr. 4 
cell] Tris Catulus his ſaying,thathe Loukd. bn” bers i 
2ni-f in choſe things, which nature gave = 
to man, ſuffer patiently himſelte to 

be ſubdued, bur not in thoſe that 
might be aſſequuared, andgorny 2 
'D 3 Our -- 77 
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4 Ar Apologie for Women: 


eſpying their faulrs,but dark 


| hane both a Theoreticall and Prac- 


theſe isa Scipto, qui nihil in vita niſs 


our endeuours.For to be delinquent 
or faulty by nature,that is not ours, 
but natures fault 5+ but to beill by 
corruption, that is not natures, but 
our fault. VYhat itſhe were an in- 
ftrumentall cauſe of our fall,was ſhe 
not as much the cauſe of our rifing? 
But weeall ſooner forget benefits, 
then iniuries : we are Eaglecyed in 

fihted 
Owles, in perceluing their vettues, 
But not to make them all alike ver- 
ruous, as Mantuay would haue 
them vicious, there are of women 


three ſorts: The firftare thoſe who 


<< <-& A & PEpmM Tu 


—_— 
TY 


ticall knowledge of vertue by themn- 
ſclues, vnderſtanding thoſe things 
that are good, and willingly eks 
ring to effe& them: and theſe may I 
condingly entitle,as the Romans did 
Titus, deluciz humani generis, the des 
light of- mankinde: each one of 


fanaans 


; 


hendandumaut fectt, aut dixit, who 
neither ſpeake, ner doe any thing, ; 
but which 1s commendable ; ſo apr 

to all goodnes, that they ſeeme with 

Cato to be borne toall ations they 
vndertake. The ſecond, are thoſe 

who though not fo excellent, yet 
laudable : for although we maxuell 

at the greateſt, yet wee praiſe thoſe 

that arc lefle : nor ftatines ſtatin pa- ger. ror. 
fillus eft,ſi-quis maximomins eft;.hee 
isnot preſently a Pigmy,thatis lefle 

then a gyant.In tranſcendentthings 

thoſe are great, which are next to 

the beft: thoſe, ſay, who with Bict- 

rus haue neede of one to dire& 

them. to goodnes ; although they 

know not that which is honeft by 
themſelues, yet they obey others }.. 
rightly admoniſhing them, and aa 
monerivelle ſecundavirtus, itisale- 

cond vertue, to indure reprouing : 
for it argues a willingneſſe to bee 7 
good: and pers magnebounatis ef, * Ns 
B 3  welle®® 


6 An Apologiefor Women: 

velk fieri bonum :the next degree of 

 goodnes, is the defire of goodness 

pidz theſe maylIrearme,as Platarchdoth 

Yamb, Alcibiades, Camelions, from their 

__ facilitieofmanners, whoſe mindes 

bend like the Ls of the Tambs- 

lans, whither you will force chem. 

Cerens :n vitium fletts , as the Poet 

099 Fa ſaith of yong Mm fie to bee 
Are Poct, & Ac, Cale tO 

drawne either to vertue,or vice. But 

" Euph. Sat. Patura $i ſuis neras palcherrinun cor = 

2 pus, as perfe& there is no fo hea- 

uenly,a body, in which dothnot 

hang ſome clouds of corruption. 

' Phar.inpre- Non aatur [{Rcer un aliqued /; one mals 

dr Mar. aamixtione : there is nothing ſo ſin- 

 cere that hath not ſome admixtion 

- of evill, In this Aztica and pleaſing 

field of woman, there growe ſome 

Thiſtles among the Violets, and 

*._ __... theſearethethird fort, the dregges 

>  - andfcumme (asthe Larines ſaid of 

CAE he Borges) of woman kinde: ob- 
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or, Womens Defence.': 5 


know good themſclues , nor con- 
diſcend to others admonitions: 
Theſcl exclude (as Ariftorle doth " 
them from his Ethicks) from vn- "3 
der the ſhield of my defence , al- . 
though your foule-mouthed Xan- 
Zuans take occalion to. make theſe 

the Axeltree. on which the wheele : 
of their tongues do continually run: + 
who, becauſe their deſerts could Y 
neuer ſeate thei inthe fauour of a- ” 
ny vertuous women, therefore they * 
empty the dregs of their tomacks 
vpen all, with the Romans, for one | 
Tyrannicall Tarquinizs, to hateall __ 
Kings, like expert Logicians,our of | i 5. = Þ 
particulars, concluding an vniuer- © =} 


$2 eDA# i124 


=» 


fall. Aske them what woman is:and © 1 Þ 


you ſhall haue them ſpcake contra-.- © j.;; = 1 
dition ex tempore: they are malamt= 


+ 
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8 An Apologie for Women: 
_ thereis nothing neceſlary either tof cf 
his eſſence or perteCion that is ill, rhe 
Bur leſt if I ſhould ſuffer the Pla-Jlur 
<t of my-wit to wander in theſſlev 
whole heauen of woman,and runnel] M: 
at randome in the ample field offvn 
their vertues,it might ſtray perhaps it 
from the path way of Iudgement; 
I will now teather and confine it 
within the groundeplot of cach o 
their particular qualities. 


Of their religions Pietys 


R Eigion meritoriouſly challen- 
oſirius ih, & Sgeth to a the firſt part of their 
& Criſti_. praiſe: and Oforius tels me, that 
4" whom we would make immortall, 

- Yall, We muſt proue religious. Our Ma- 
flda Sandi Brigit Hildegard , the 
firſt accuſers oftheRomiſh Religio; 

the learned ſiſter of Nazianzen,Pan- 

Fox lib,.de Is Saluina Celantia , Pillers of the 
#7 Church: Holy Apelbnia, whoſe ce 
| HH ne, 


or, Womens Defence; 

rtof ſeftiall fire of zeale extinguiſhed 
511], che ſmart of this earthly and cu- 
la- lunary fire: Yrſals, who with e- 
theſlcuen thouſand Virgins ſuffered 
anef Martyrdome,ſeemc to objie& enuy 
| offfvato me, in eonccaling theirs and 
2psf imumerable other pietics:bur,alas, 
nt;Þ I want not the will, but the power. 
It 
0 


teant hameri? And I finde the ſhoul- 
ders of my inuention t00 narrow to 


bearethe burthE of thejr due praiſes 


t 
+ 
z» 


The Poet bids me looke : Ouid v4- Horatins, 


)y Ov! 5: 101 ixgp 2 YADoran N&xg. 3 SDHAT* — 1, 
es. If I had as many tongues as Bri- **** 


arizs had hands, I could notenu- 
merate the praiſes due to their de- 
uotions: and it is better your picties 
be conceal'd, then inſufficiently re. 
uveal'd; whiles wei praiſe by balues, 
we diſgrace: an ill Inſtrument may 
ſhame a good worke : the vn-_ 
worthinefle of the agent many 
times curſes a goodenterprile, Ce- 
ſar his warres had better beene 1n- 

|  - 


 anfto.Ethi, 
 bb.7.cap.1. | 
Aujon. bs we immoderately defire pleaſures, 


lum fect | 7 = 
PROP 7:4 and yetabſtaine from them. Thi de- 


peryt. 


a— — . 


70 AnApologie for Women: 


ueloped in obſcurity then diuulge$[Th! 
by botching Zebz0z Truth is better ſhwr 
hid,then wronged by telling, Jbur 
- Fora 

Of their Continency and. 4 
Chaſtity, the 

| _. Jnef 

{ fnnaggs/ 1s defined by the [| gay 


Prince of Philoſophers, when 


finition lookes like Orho his life, 
_ onely good intheend: the ({weer of 
1r,which makes continency a vertue 
eonfiſts as the honey of the Bee, 1n 
the Taile (for Yb:cung, deſines,/i bene 
deſines tota eft zoo immoderately to 
deſirepleaſures,thatargues weaknes: 
but to be able to caſt the cold aſhes 
of reftcaint, on the burning coles of 
defires,that the rongeſt vertue:the 
obie@ then of continency is plea- 
ſures in generall;give mee leaue to 
reſtraine them onely to Veneriall. 


The 


or,Womens Defence. 


> The firſt part of this vertue, 27z.to 
et limmodcrately defire, I doubt nor 


bur the greateſt Myſogunians will | 
grant vnto them: for the oracle of 
our belicte doth teſtifie it,tearming | 
them the weaker veſlels: and weak- 
nefle alwayes is the moſi {ubie&t to 
gape ajter plcaſures, and in their 
bodies (if it may norſecme ſuper- | 
ftluous) to adde the Sunne of verity | 
the candlelight of humane reaſon. 
Aire (ſaith the Philoſopher) doth 
predominate, and where moſt aire |. 
1s, there is moli Humidan radicale:. 
being both of one nature , indiffe- 
rently hot and moiſt, where there 
is moſt Huhnidudumwradicalethere is 


moft ability of body,and where the 


body is moſt able, there naturally 
ſhould be moſtdefire. 

Now if any obieRas a fault, the 
natural proncneſlc of their bodies, 
Ciceroes anſwere to the Romans re- 


fuſing Marenz to be conſul,becauſe 
he 


Tullr, de ©- 
ratore [TR 6 


populs ſebrinm efie; by this they are 


An Apologie for Women: | 
he had lived in A/a, ſhall bemineÞ 
telling them,that was not commen- 
dable in Aarens, that he had neuer 
ſecne, but that he had lined contis 
nently in A/;4.VVhar if their bodies]; 
be an Afa,full of delights?chat is nov 
diſcommendable : but that their 
foules,a 2yrera, ſhould live chafte 
inthe Afi: of their bodies,thats lau- 
dable /as Seneca faith of Leuanns) 
Hoc multo fortius ebyio ac vomante 


moſt vertuous , that their mindes 
ſhould be fober, amongſt the rio- 
rous pleaſures of their bodies. Iris 
the chiefeſt part-of Continency,that 
it can, but willnot doe ill. Now to 
proue their voluntary abſtinence 
from thoſe their defires, examples 
muſt be my only 2Medium,which al- 
though they bee not demonſtrable 
arguments to proue atruth , yet. 
they are probable, for (faith Gzcero) 
<t habet iz &tatibus anthoritatem [e- 

wertres, 


or, Womens Defence: 
neu , fic in exemplis antiquitas * 
ancient examples to preſent times 


youth. Optimum ex preterite conft- 
lium preſentis venit, wee may beſt 
judge of the preſent by things paſt, 
Lucretia, being asked of her huf: 
band,when T ar Juinius had offered 
*- her vioience, how ſhee did? an{we- 
red, Quid ſalum et mulieri amiſſa 
udicitia? VV hat can be fafero a wo- 


chaſtity? The Romane Lady that 
never kiſt man, but her husband,did 
"" ltherefore deemed all men like vnto 

him, to haue obnoxious & noyſom 


her virginity , choſe to be her owne 
S Elboiſtrous Butcher. Our- 2atzlaa, 
ere ſhe would aſſent to the vnlawtull 
© Fare of King 7þ»,fled to a Monaſte: 
Jy, and there ſuffered death. And 

What was the rcaſonthatthe anci- 
ents 


HO on 


ſhould beas venerable,as old age to 


Sen. Epi, 
Is, 


Lixs. Decd; 
12. 


man , wien ſhee 1s bereaued of her 


Ibreaths.TheThebane maide. before 
Nicanor ſhould be the caruer vp of 


Sheed 
Cbron, | 


14 An Apologie for Women: 
ents conſtituted them the mouthe; 
of their Oracles, and gouernors of 
their Temples, but for their chaſth 
ty and ſanftity?and whoſocuer ſha] 
read hiſtories, or looke into theſe 
preſent times,ſhall find many chaſte] g' 
Orythyas, for one Carneades, many 
continent Cleca's for one Socrares,and 
on the contrary many a laſciviou 
Caligula,tor one Meſſalma,many an 
incontinent T #ber:z45, for one Linia: 

but that which gives the moſt luſter: 
of their continericy,is,that men who 
as I haue proued ſhould be natura 

ly moſt:chaſte,are aflailants,whereſ 
as they ſhould bee defendants: but 
now cuſtome hath made it no. faulk 
in them, for Multitudo peccantiuns 
toliit prccaturs, the multitude of off 
fenders takes away the offence, andſ] 
faulrs arc no longer feared, then 
that they are rare, but our Engliſh 
{oSencratels them.thart offences ard. 
mucin greater,as they are more vni| 


ucrſall, 


- 


hes] ver{2!.Do they not obſerue houres, 
4 off daycs, and all occaſions, to batter 
the wailes of their chaſtity? And 
A wat will nor importunity and op- 
4 portunity cffe& 2 which as they ag. 
fied gravate the faulr in the agent, fo 
ll tacy exteruatc, though not excuſe 
J it in the patient. Certainely,if they 
ſhould vie the hke meanes, to ob- 
taine men, a Nay would bee as (cl- 
dome as treaſon in the 'mouthes of 
maſt men. Yet ſo injurious are the 
ccnſures of theſe our times, that if a 
Toue vanquiſh bur, or vitiate, or in 
or in vanquiſhing, viciate a filly To, 
a graue Cato, a light or tender Vir- 
pin, black infamy (ſhall ouercloud, 
and brand her. reputation, not 
:f once touching his. 
Ile pretium ſeelerts, 
tulit hic Diadewwas 
Of he fault prove ſhe 
ſhall beare the blame, 
when he's crown'd with 
4a Diademn. 


1s An Apologie for Women: 
As ſweetely ſings a Lady in out 
Pg \ 54 pliſh Ozid. : E 
Tomenis granted : 
 pruniledge to tempt: 
Bat in that Charter, 
women be exempt: 
Their fault it ſclfe 
ſerues for the faults exenſe, 
And makes it ours, 
thoueh yours be the abuſe: 
And howſoeuer, ef 
 altheughby forcethey win, C 
Yet on our weakene(ſe, | 
fill returns the ſinne, 
Zrcontnos If women bee vnchaſte, they areſſſn: 
pi got! but incontinent, and therefore burſſhi 
iz. fſemi-malz,but halfe cuill: If man beſbl. 
contientis ynchaſte,he is vntemperate, &ther-ſor 


mnelior Tem, Zu | a-x 
rift. £11; fore rotaliter mals ,wholyenil, iftheyſſhu 


1.7, beboth chaſtc, ſhee is continenrype: 


and he but temperant,and thereforeſth 
Sene Epi, Moreto be praiſed: for Qugwnis xl yo 
ennaem finem vierque peruenerit to 

Famen mauor eft laus ,idens efficere dif Se 


fe 


or, Womens Defence. I 7 
ciltore mater ia :although they both 
actaine the ſame end, yet it is the 
ore laudable to efte& the ſame 
n a more dithcult matter. | 


Of their Fortitude and Mag- 
| nanmity. 


A Lthough eontinency bee the 

beſt fortitude,and it is rhe grea- 
eſt conqueſt, when the body is the 
Chariot, that carries the minde tri- 
mphing ouer its affe&ions: there- 


{force L/zs told his friend, being ins ,;,; 14 


arefſſnared with the beauty of Syphax 
burtſhis wife.that it would be a more no- 
befſble viory, to conquer his affeQi- 
er-fonsto her , then in ſubduing the 
eyſhusband:.{aximnm ct} imperium in: 
nr;perare ibi, and he is moſt valiant 
"ref that conquers himſelfe: yer becauſe 

#4} you (ball not deeme them inferiour 
i# to you in warrelike fortitude, take 


if Sencca's indgement of them, Os 5, .5 


hel 2 C alx. 


Q 


' ny. 
qv” 
( 


Florus de 
Bei's C113, 
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| husbands, in conquering the Cim- 


dixerit naturam maligne cum walze- 
ribus egiſſe, par ulis mihi crede vi- 
gor,c>c,who faith, that nature bath 
giuen her fauours ſparingly to wo- 
man,they haue the ſame vigour,and 
can , as well rolerate labours , as 
men,it they be accuſtomed to them. 
To omit the men-conquering Ama- 
Zops , there is none I know fo ob- 
{curezto whom the tru.npet of fame 
hath not blowne their valors. Xerx- jw 
es (he that was alwayes laſt in the 
field,and firſtour) ſecing Artemiſia 
braucly fighting amongſt his Cap- 
raines, fayd (for cuen the vicious 
thinke well of vertue) Of Fare Þþ tr 
£23varm wat uutitus al " yuvdixes ard) 65: Qi 
asthere1s in man womaniſh feare, || x; 
ſo there 15 in woman virill auda- ff i 
City. ay Tj, 
The Romanes had no lefle fight || qj 
with the women, then with their (t 


Prams Semiramis recent! ng ignomi- 
nious 


or, Womens Defence. 
- | nious ſpeeches from the King of the p;.4y45 de 


I9 


Indians, renunciated and fent him #71i9.. 


word,ſhe intended not to fightwith 
words, but with ſwords. The anci- con zrj. 
ent inhabitants ofthis llc, the Brit- 
raincs,/aodiciabeing their General, 
ſhaked off the Romane yoke, and 


moſt of their proſperous battels x4,:y; 
were when women did leade therns 424.4. 
And was not France wholy ouct- G;jn tir 


runne by our Engliſh, vnrill (as the Fra. 
Frerich brag) that valorous Toare 
paue life to the French, confron- 
ted our braue Bedford in the field? 
And what was the Phoenix of her 


time, - our euer to bee renowned 


Queene, Elizabeth, at whoſe frowne 
Kings trembled? And thar fiery-ſpi- 


rited Blanch; Dutches of Orlearce, 


when King Phi/;p had giuen her 
diſgraceful words, replyed, that if 


(to vic my anthors words) ſhe had Fren. Hi. 


A paire of 


___ ,hee'durſt nor ſa. 
hane reuited her . Butthou wilt ſay, 


4 


they 


AF linys 
Hi, 


.|2© 


they may haue couragions minds, 
but they want force, Oh! men are 


H67dl 3. 


|\4s Mold for Women: 


ſtronger then they. So are many 
beaſts fironger then men, Corpus ft 
maznas habet wires, non aliter quan 
fur iofi validurs eſt : Valour conſiſts 
in the minde, not inthe body; not 


Megaſomity, | bur Magnanimity, 1s 


the vertue: it 1s the minde that cx- | 


trols deieed things, illuſtrates baſe 


things, dehoneſtates great things. | 
They yeeld tro men to haue windes | 


like Di9ny/izs that frong-fided 
Trumpeter , who with his breath 


could pufte boar Wind-Mils. 


So that they haue minds able to 


blow away all baſe feares: And what 


more cuident figne of their valor, 


then their loue of it? Fewer indu- 
ceth Helewa complaining of Hymen, 
thathee had eſpouſed her to one, 
who, gurſt not. defend her againſt 
the enemy. The Laconians leeing 
thcir huſbands feare, lending them 

wings 


cow RHhw ww 


or, Womens Defence. 


1 wings to flye from the field, asked 


them. if they intended to obſcond 
themſelues in their mothers bellies? 
Tiphane percciuing her beloued 


Bertrand, for the ſvieetof her copa. « 


nie, tolethis defire of Martiall af- 
faires quaile within him ; told him 
ſhe ſhould the entirelier lone him, if 
he did {til proſecute the honourand 


reputation of Chiualry.  Damatrta rr, 
her ſonne complaining ofthe ſhort- Ke:.-, 


neſle of his ſword, bid him ſtand 
neerer his enemy. Yexus did more 
afte&bloudy Mars, then timorous 


| & fairefac't Apollo. And how many 


Kather mes chole:rather to bee cour- - 
red with conquering Launces,then 
Courr-like Rapiers? I mighthecre £ 
poſteriore ( as the Logicians tearme 
it) from the effects interre their tor- 
titudes, women becing the cauſe 
of that calor celeſtis, the heauenly 


fire of love ,which burnes,as it did 


in Zepidzs, ail ignoble, and feruile 
| C3 feares 


zz AnA pologie for Women: 


then manand man. For you ſhall 


_ couples of men that were linkt to- 


S«9.110. Fixilitudo morums, the ſhmilitude of 


feares from mens hearts, the whet-jf 5 
fione (as one ſaith of Anger ) that 
exacuates and ſets an edge on mens 
obtuſe and blunt affe&ions ; the 
Lapis Alchi1micus, the Philoſophers || t 
Stone, that conuerts Leaden paſsi. iſ 'y« 
ons, into any golden ſweet content: || fri 
but that many pens haue teſtified 
the ſame, and I am loth to bee a | 
Broker of other mens wits. 


Of their conflancie and true 
1,1 - 1 fs 
= "Here is a greater Sympathy of 
affe&ions in friendſhips, &oeive 
then Wwlule;, betwixt man & woma, 


not reade of aboue foure or fiue 


gether in the bands of faithfull 
friendſhip, when Authors ſwarme 
with ſexamples betwixr the other. 


afteions, as Otho obtained Neres, 
is 


or, Womens Defence. 
| is the cauſe of virall friendſhip: but 
5 quot; Nature it ſelfe, is the founda- 
tion of coningall friendſhip. Ir is 
Incunda amicitia, that is the cauſe of 
this vera e77icitia. It is pleaſure, thar 
tyes the indiſloluble knot of true 
friendſhip; delight begins it, hone- 
ſtie confirmes it: for where pleaſure 
a | is, there is defire of focietic, and 
| thats the key, that locks cheir 
| thoughts together. Shee then that 
is cſpouſed to one whom ſhee doth 
| not afftc&,if ſhee loue another, can. 
not be ſaid to be inconſlant, .but in- 
continent. For inconſtancie is a ne- 
gation of conſtancie : | they mult 
then firſt Joue, erc they bee incon- 
ſtant. If then (courtcous Reader ) 
- | thondocſti; but ballance the ſcales 
| | of thy tudgement with. impartiali- 
- | tic, duely waying the nature of in- 
conſtancic, thou wilt not hereafter 
” | ſo raſhly accuſe them of inſtable- 
nes. VWhatifthere be one Helens 
C4  amoneſt 


Wu” 


24 An Apologiefor Women: | 
amongſt all the Grecians z one 
Lina amongſt all the Romans; one 
Cleopatra amongſt all the Egypth 
f ans : wilt thou therefore ſhoot theſſtici 
Wo! - arrow of thy fame-woundingſdis 
|  qudgementagainſi all , the Greci-ſthe 
i ans,Romanes and Egyptians?T herefſ be 
(hy 15 no motion, but circular,thar is a-Þ jt r 
iba . wayesperfc@. Allarenot Starres,ſſ cut 
Fiſt, fixed in the Orbe of conſiancie,fſ vnt 
T there muſt bee ſome ſiraying Pla.Þ| hat 
546118; Nets. Eliſa Queene of Carthage, herſ| mc 

' _ Husbandbeing murdered, and af-f| rec 
| rerward beeing ſollicited of many] of 
[5 forherloue, precipitated her ſelfe}} we 
— JFuſtl18. froma Sky-kiſsing Turret, ſaying, he 

I come,my Sycheas , I come. Theo-| in 
zene, wife to Apgathocles refuſed tof} wi 
depart from him, when all his ſub-f wl 
ic&s had relinquiſht and forſaken | wi 
him, ſaying,Se on proſpere tantem, | or 
fed omnis fortune iniſſe ſocietatem he || 1 
was as wel married to him in aducr- f| of 
fitie, as in proſperitie. And not to | pe 

land 


"Ir 8 
Bf 036 
& : 


or, Womens Defence. 


men would not be ſent from their 
husbands beſieged: but would par- 
ticipate of the ſame fortune they 


the Indians,that the women ſhould 
be buried quick with their husbids, 
it the thred of thcir lines were firfr 
cut they ſo willing] y condiſcended 
vnto it, that many times one man 
hauing two wincs,they would be at 
mortall ſtrife , who ſhould be inter- 
red with him. Jartza,the Daughter 
of Cato,being demanded when the 
would-ſurccaſe from mourning for 
her deceafed hnsband, Cum & wite 
inquit : When I coal toline. The 


wite of Phils, when ſhee was asked_ 


why ſhee did not adorne her {clfe 
with Iewelsat publike ſolemnizati- 
ons, anſwered, It ſufficeth me, that 
I hauctor my ornament the vertue 


of my husband. The Wife of Pom. 


pe) flew her ſole vpon his dcad 


C OIPS, 


ſand particularizing,the Getoi wo- Pd. 


did. Ir beeing a cuſtome amongſt D.94. 
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corps, fram whom, I thinke, the 
Tragedian took his ſentence, Xors 
miſera non eſt, commors cum quo Ve- 
tis. 
Pale death to life 
2s oft of thoſe preferd, 
whoare with theſe, 
whom they doe lone, interr a. 
Should I ſtand to enumerate all 
the regular Matrons that mooue 
within the ſpeare of fidelitic; I 


. might ſceme by a Logicall InduGi- 


on, in reckoning vp all particulars, 
to inferre a generall. VVomen,their 
mindes are cryſtall , which writ on 
by the Diamond of loue, the ſlub- 
bering fingers of Time can neuer 
obliterate or blot forth : Like the 
ſtate of the world abouethe Moon, 
where there is no change. Their 
minds perhaps, as (Sexece ſaith) a 
wife mans, may wauer, but neuer 
alter. 


of 


or Womens Defence. 


Of their contempt, and freeneſſe 
from Gluttonie. 
T Here is none, I thinke, ſo ſcru- 
pulouſly malicious, vnlefle hee 
reſemble the Philoſopher , who 
doubted whether he were a wan or 
a woman,and therefore would haue 


ſuffer any thought ro mooue within 
the Zodalcots 

which doth not in this give VVo- 
man the preeminence. Peruſe 
thou all Anthors, that haue in there 
writings diſgorged and ſpet forth 
| their venemous rancour againſi 
r | them: and if thou canft finde two 
e | of themthat were addifted to Ga- 
firimorgiſme, I will grant thee to 


gers, when the fireame of Antors 
beares floting on their Pageants, 
innumerable mens names, who 
by mavnregſe, and mavpayle hauc 
 brovght 


3 
* | inferre that they are all diſhmon- 


Rick. Rhet. 


it decided by diſputation, that will 


there imaginations, 


28 


2 


dela t.12, der. Sminderides, whoſe eyes were 


An Apologie for Women : 
brought both bodies and purſes in-Þ0! 
to conſumptions. Philoxenus wie 
ſhed his necke were as long as a ef 
Cranes, that hee might the longer! 
feele the ſweetnes of his mear ts 
and he ( qualzrs vita, finis ita)hauing 
taken a mortall furfet,by deuouring 
almoſt a Polypas of the quantitie of 
two Els, deſired to comfort his 
empty ſtomack , that death ſhould 
ſeparate his leane ſoule,from his fat 
body,that he might eatthe remain: 


ſixe times as long ſhut with*Glutto- 
nic, as Endymions was with ſleepe, 
from beholding the Sunne , and 
then forſooth by Loue, being awa- 
ked from his {luggiſhnes, he rode a 
wootng , brauely. attended with a 
thouſand Cookes, as many Fow- 
lers,and ſo many Fiſhers, How ma- 
ny Nero's ſhall you finde banquet- 
ting, and (willing, from'midday, to 
midnight, with /7;#e/lns, making(as} 

' one 


or, Womens Defence. 29 
>< 11h. FONC ſaith) their 7ev0) Gi and glues, 
_ wi-ffhelr mam : and honefum 07 parum 
as afſeſ/ cr corpus multum, whoſe belly is 
ngerſſÞis god, honcſtie moſt commonly 
ear is bis {laue. 
uing 
ring 
ie of 


Of their dextericall wits. 


% 


F the acuteneſſe of wit doe fol- 
low,and be ſcene by the purenes 
Of the temperature of the body, as 
without doubtix is: for itheere is v- 
ſyally 42) dxp:155ae, the moſt exatt 


ſenſe of feeling and UAALKSTEE IE DUPHI y 
a ſoft temperate fleſh, where 
there is a ſmirke and quicke wit : 
women (being they are moſt com- 
monly imbued with thoſe corporall 
fauours) ſhould by a conſequent 

| bee the beſt 4514s, have rhe moſt ac- 
tive, and excelling wits : and when 
Ariftetle prefer's the more obtuſe 
and melancholy wit, before the 


«0 dextericall ; it is in affaires where 
there 
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" Perſius. 
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; We 


there is time fer deliberation : o-fſq# 
therwaies the prz-wit excels theſſas : 


poſt wit, as actions perfermed in 
icaſon, doe thoſe which are out 0 


| = 


eV 


ſeaſon. For many times, when oc-Jwit 
cal(ion is offered the praz-wit rakes||tac 
it by the forehead, when the other 1h 


whiles the time away it: doth ſearch 
the corners of the braines, for the 
oyle of inuentions, ſtayes till the 
doore of anſwering be ſhut againſt 
it: Like the meſſenger that cameto 
rell [aſs:us of the vitory, when hee 


had already flaine himſelfe in def- 


paire of it: and el{cborwn fruſtrs 
a miam cntis egra tumebat. 
In vaine we tornuention flye, 
hen occaſion's paſt, for toreply. 
Socrates tearmeth perſpicuitie of 
wit, urn diuinum , divine and re- 
fined gold, whoſe Mine is the 
mindeof a woman : Andtherefore 


the Muſes, the fountaine of all wit, 


were women : The Sybils,quarum 


quo 


inf 
Fai 


for 


| or,Womens Defence. 21 
quot werbaytor Oracule,whoſe words 
thef}as an Oracle to the Romanes, were 
] inflwomen. The quinteſlence; the A 
© offiþer /e (as one ſaithof Poets) of 
oc;Þwit: the euen flowing Exripus of F 
kesfifaculty, learned Sapho, a vvoman. @: 
hery The daughter of Tully being asked . --.M 
rchÞjin ſcurrility,by Mere/ius who was her 'J 
chefFather ? replycd, It would behard 
hefſfor thee to anſwere it, by reaſon of [il 
nftthy Mother, (for ſhee was efteem'd MY 
tof[none of the honeſteſt.) It vvas a 4 
icefpretty extemporarie fleight of Se- 4tti./7. 
ef.|1arimus: who, when the Indian |} 
2x4 [King cauſed her to aſcend his {4 
 FThrone, and gaue her authority to , 
command the Souldiours, to doe 
what ſhe would ; ſhe preſently bid 
off them kill the King himſelfe ; and fo 
re-|{he obtained his Kingdome. And : 
he|whoſe eye 1s notblinded with ma- | 
ref[lignitic, may ſec the floud of theit 
it, (its ſtill co flow in theſe our times. 
| Itis amore then probable figne, 
if that 


eneas Spl. 
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that tlicy excell men in the aCtiue- 

_ nefle of wit, in that(as] have proo- 
ued) they are lefle incident to Gur- 
mandizing :for myizzang 127Jommys 


nes nd T:k raiveor:and aSa mocern Poet P thy- 


21 


b.3 


ly Engliſheth: 
Fat panches make leane fates, 
and groſer bits 
Enrich the yibs, 
but bankrout quite the wits. 


Oftherr Wiſedome. 


IDErfpicuitie of wit is of the Mora- 

iifts made the chicfeſt part of 
wiſedome, differing ſolely from it: 
as pars doth atets :as the part from 
the whole. Indeed , wiſedome is 
nothing but a perfeed wit, it be- 
ing onely neceſſary by nature : the 
other parts got by experience. If 
then women haue aGiuencfle of 
wit, reaſon will tell you, they moſt 
cally attaine to prudence, which is 


ag.m Arif. 
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_ or, Womens Defence: 


(becauſe the knife of occaſion, will 
not ſuffer me to ſhred it into all his 
parts) either Oeconomicall, or Po- 
liticall. Concerning the firſt , the 
whole miiltitude cryes, as they doe 
to Kings, Regnant, regnant : Let it 


appertaine to the Sexe feminine to 


gouern the houſe, and ſo their poli- 
tikes prudence, who knowes how to 
guide a little, will quickly learn how 
to gouerne much. Our politike Pru- 
dence ſprung firſt, from Occonomi- 
call. And dom1ts (Faith Ariſtotle ) ef 
quaſi parua que dam ciuttas,e emmitas 
quaſs magna domus : a houſe is; as it 
were alittle Citic, and a Citie, as it 
were,a great houſe.Butlet one,vvho 


with Drogenes could neuer ard 


Woman a "good word, ſpeake for 
them, ſaying, that nature had de- 
nied vato them ſtrength: for other- 
wiſe their courage beeing corrobo- 
rated by policy, would bee vncon- 
querable. Aztipater vvas accuſto- n 


D med 


md 1x8. 


»y 
5. 


Wh © Dodorus 
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med vvith his Daughter Phila, to 
conſult of his moſt ſerious and war- 


. like afaires. Taxnaquill, that poli- 


tick Romane Dame , obtained by 
the fleyts of her wits, two Empire- 
domes. Agr:ppina,when al the Cap- 
taines could not aſlwage the raging 


ef thepeople, with her ſweet and 
T44.377..5 NeCtar-flowing words of vvit, cal- | 


med and pacified them. Helana,the 
Mother of Sexeca, was expert in all 


Scionce : The Armenians expuiſed | 


their King, to haue a VVoman ſway 
the Scepter of their Monarchy : 
ſhewing,that there:are women both 


more wiſe to iudge vvhat is to bee 
expected, and more conſtant to 


beare it when it is hapned, But I 
may ſay of their vertues,as one ſaith 
of vices ; Multarum latent wvirtuters, 


' quia imbecilles ſunt , the clouds of 


obſcuritie, many times overſhad- 
dow the Sunne of their Vertues 
trom ſhining : and hand dftat incr- 


Fi4 


or, Womens Defence. 

tiacelcita virtus, Vere conceas 
ſed, is eficemed little better then 
luggiſhnes, They may haue nature 
vvhich begins ; Art which dire&s; 
but they wantvie,which perte&eth. 

Generoſos animes Otium corrumpit 
vant of imployment, corrupts rhe 


braucſt ſpirits ; the fountain of their 
| vertue,corrupts by ſtanding. Want 
| of vie, cauſcth diſabilitie ; but CU- 
fiome, perfeRion. 


Of their Beauty: 


A Lthough it bee a Tenent a- Did. 1de 
mongft the Stoicks(who would 4% 


haue men impaſſionate ,8& without 
affe ions, as Diodorms writes of 
ſome Arabiats) that there is no ex- 
ternall good, addes perfteQiion to a 
man: Yet the Peripatetichs hold 
them, although not neceffarie, yet 
requiſite,as one difiinguiſherh, not 


aourg ; ſea reſpedlinegthey doe not 
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36 An Apologiefor Women: 
concurre to perfeCtion, as itis per- || 6 


4 HAR vil '), . | PH fp | » £} q 
WW 27 fetion,butas it is mans perfeQon: || 
Vi | and of all aduentitiall, and extrafi- ſy 


call goods, Ariſiale gives the | <. 
principalitie to pulchritude , which 
doth not cauſe vertue, but graceth 
it. Plutarch accuſeth Seneca of in- 
conſiderate Iudgement, in that he 
accuſcth Yr: of errour, in ſaying 
that Grat:or eF# pulchro weniens e cr- 
pore virtus. 
Plac't with beautyuertae's like 
Rich Pearle ſet in a Margarue. 
Cal deMor. Now ſatis eſt (faith Galatcas ) bene 


Be | quad facexe, niſi etiam fiat venue. It 
"5 15not ſufficient to performe ations 
FIR . . _ fo vvel,vnleſlealſo decently. Sumns 
A'S DO/YiACGle?. 4 | 0 

wr omnes (\auh Oſorims) natura concin- 
- "wa- »itatis,appetentes : wee all naturally 
* actireneatnes, & concinnity, Beau» 
Fl . tie is call'd of P/4to,a prerogatiue of 
WW nature, accidentall to few : Of 


Theophraſtas, (tentem frandem, quod 
abſque werbis per ſuagebat : a filent 
fraud, 


or, Womens Defence. 37 

fraud,that perſwades without words. 

x Of C arneades, ebegt opyrey Bao uw: a Laerkuita 

h- Kingdome without a guard ; be- 

- | cauſe it commands withour: com- 

Hh pulfion. And therefore faith the 

Philoſopher, If there were any a- 4 

mongſithe gods, thatdid excellin *©** "+ 

16 Þ externall linecaments, the reſt would . pa 

'S | deeme it meet that they ſhould go- 

'- | uerne. The Catharrichoſe them to Di-d.l.de / of 
| belibertie free, who were of a come- ©” 4 
ly proportion , the reſtthey made | 

| feruile. And if F may not come Sara wilt. 

if | within the reach 'of lunerals laſh, ©* Mas 

It | the primus Motor, the abſtract of a" _ 

15 } faireneſle, entitled ( with reverence. 

45 | beitſpoken) his Spouſe inthe Car- 

7- | ticles, by the name of faire: Intimas 

iy ting the Adamantine and winning 

w | power it hath, with mortals. For 

of becing the ſpeczes vt each obieft, & 

If impreſicd in the ſence:,, bejore it 

4 | bee in the vaderſtanding , it 1s a 

Xt goodconfequent, that whatſoever 

| L*3 is 
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As Apologie for Women: 


is moſt delightfull ro the Organical | 


ſences , the IntelleQuall parts ave 
moſt willing to receive. I neede not 
ſet inuention on the racke, to prone 
their Prerogatiue in corporall fea- 
ture, as I haue in their internall 
and mentall forme, fince our ſenſt- 
ble cyes doc more caſflly fee', then 


our intelligible vnderftand. I haue 
need of a Saphs's wit,to deſcribe the 


Roſe of their beauty ; notan Ari/te- 
zlcs Iudgement, to proue it. Let 
cach ones ſences bee the glaſſe, in 
which they view beauty; and then, 
I chinke, there will be none fo hy- 


no mprie or falſe, that will not re-ſ 


exe ſome ſhaddow of their pul 
chritude, by which they may ſee 
them to ſurpaſle men. Quantum len. 
ta ſolent mter viburna Cupreſst , as 


uch as the lofty Cypreſſe doth 


_ ouerpeere the limber ſhrubbe : 


or, as one faith of Epheſus, rad; 
& (lgntions boy Padorm ©y rapSuvorg, AS faire 


' 6, ms wt nies A Wy VS we Oh 6) wo 


not | 


ALI 


or, Womens Defence. 
| not amongſt, but aboue men; 
as Rodgpe, aboue the Virgins. The 
Craſis of their bodies, comes nee- 


39 


reſi oO the Phyficians Femper amen - | 


tum ad pondus. Although ſelfe-ror- 
menting enule, which alwaics,!az- 
guar 1gnis ſummapetit, a perpetuall 
companion of vertue, ſeek to con- 
geale vapours in the sky of beauty, 


- with the noiſomneſle of its breath, 
by obieCting incontinence vnto ir, 


| asaPott ſings: 
There us noname 
(if (he be falſe or net, ) 
But being faire, 
ſome ennious towgue will blot : 

As ifnature were an Hypocrite, 
to candie ouer the bitter Pils of the 
minde, with ſugred out{ides. No, 
no , their externall feature doth 
ſtrive ( as Paterculus ſaith of 
Vidinins) with the excellencie of 
_ their mindes; whoſe vertues being 
a Iewell, invcloped in the flyer Ore 
D 4 "a. 


40 An Apologiefor Women: 
of their bodies, like Achilles, of 
p whom Maximus Tirrhws faith,Not 
[3o ____onely te bee extold for her golden 
Wl looks, but becauſe he was adorned 
OT pzetay, With all vertuous qualities. The 
| wot cord of fociety(as Chryfppes nomi- 
= natesit)or pulchritude,is deſcribed} 

to bee a proportionable comminxtt» 

on of the foure elements in mans 
body,& whereno one clement doth 
predominate inthe body, there no 
$o7.de1;a One paſſion doth capttuate rhe 
pr #245. foule: for,Curus iz wile clement: por- 
WW} tio prenalebit yude moris erunt , the 
lhe minde deriues his paſſions from the 
| preuailing element in the body | 
1% where Friz:aity doth predominate, 
HF their t:zmorouſnes ; where Caldzty, 
448 there choler : wherfore P/ato would | ir 
Wi: haue children prohibited,and yong 
Ri _ _menin the hot Meridean of their || fc 
Bye. age,to abſtaine fromW ine,bcaeuſe | E 
by califying the body, it inflameth | c 
alſo the minde. oe 
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And whereas we ſee many with 
Lepidas, to haue fairer bodies then 
minds, leaden Rapiers, in golden 
Sheathes, like D/ogenes young man, 
a Momus Wit in an Apells's body,like 
Nererus Beard ina painted Box, it is 


[not bythe inflin& of nature,but by 


the corruption of it:and on the con- 
trary, when wee ſee many golden 
qualities placed, as /eps Icwell,in 


in the dunghill, in Leaden bodies, 


as in Galba, of whome Czcero ſaid, 
his wit had an ill lodging; nature 
doth not imbue them with them, 


but indufiry obtaines them, as $9 


erates and our laſt Cardinall confe(- 


{:d of themſelues,The temperature 


of the body*doth but beginne and 
inchoate our affeftions , cuſtome 
and vic are of moſt validity, where- 
fore generally wee may iudge,as an 
Epigrammatifſt doth of a flow pa- 
ced [ ordane; 


Tat- 


or, Womens Defence. FE: 


AP. 
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Tardus es ingento, 

vt pedibus, natura etenims dat 
Exterins ſpecimen, 

qued latct interines. 
Thy laden heeles 

20 golden wit doe ſhew: 
For in-bred gifts 

by outward limbs we know. 


1 Of therr comfort to man. 


Here is nothing more oppug- 

pant to mans nature, then ſolt- 
_ tude:and therefore he is deſcribed 
"\ _ Sex.cpi.xo tO be awimal ſocialeya ſociable crea- 
If. | ture:it is one of the two by which he 
hath his prerogatiue of beaſts, & o- 
ciet as ili dominum anmalinm dedit: 
Company hinders from many of- 
fences, when Ownia nobis mala ſolt- 
Tudo perſuadit , Solitarinefle per- 


young man ſpaciating by himſclfe, 
demanded what he did there alone? 
| AMe- 


iwades to all euill. Crates ſeeing af 


Lows 1” 
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or ,Womens Deferce. 


Crates , left cum homine malo loque- 
11S, chew conferreſt with an euil one. 
Itis better for a man to be with any 
one, then with himſelte. Art thou 


| with erelius in [proſperity and 


doth Fortune, with a proſperous 
gale of winds; blow the Ship of thy 
life towards the Port of riches? thou 
canſt neucr by thy ſclfe, without the 
cords of friends, caſk Caller in the 
Hauen of contertedins forNullius 
bon: ſine (ocictate incunda poſſeſio eſt: 
Thereis no pleaſing poſſeſſion of a- 
ny thing withouta companion. A- 
gain,art thou withRatzhus in aduer- 
| frry & doth the bluſiring Boreas of 
miſ-fortune.caſt thee on the rock of 
pouerty ? yet ſolamen miſerrs , the 
comfort of friends is comfort: it1s 
a ſweete thing in aduerſity to haue, 
who laments with vs our miſerics; 


vt ſerexitas gratior in tem;peſtate ad- Lip.epiſ.62. 


Hes 


g 
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| Mecar(laith he) Joquor, I talke with 5,,,., 
my ſelfe, Take heed then, replied 
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44 As Apologie for Women: 
aenit,ſic lugenti amico amicus, as fe® 
renity to Mariners after tempeſts; 1 
ſo the Sunne-ſhine of a friends pre. 
ſence, is moſt gratefull to his cor- 
relatiue, in the tewpeft of his ad- 
_ verſity: Lacrimzs lacrimis miſcere ins 
nat. Helena could tell Heeuba, that 
| herforrow was hight in reſpe& of 
hers,becaufe ſhe had ceopartnersin 
it:for mazrs exurunt ques ſecrets lace. 
rant'oure. Care doth moſt ſcorch, 
when we penit within the narrow] 
compaſſe of our owne hearts. Welſ 
then, there is no true toy, withouta 
 frienc,and no friend, in reſpe& of a” 
' wife, awoman toa man, who, if a 
thou beeſt iocund, ads pleaſure to" 
thy mirth, and makes the cup of}! 
thy heart overflow with the neCtar 
of delight. Artthouſad, and doth : 
care gnaw thy perplexed minde ? 
why, Eft aliqued fatale mals per vex-}; 
ba learri, by words thou muſteafe 
it:ind who ſo conuenient asa wife} 
tO 


J 
"Tt, 


, or, Womens Defence. 
« fo voclaple the boſome of thy 
Shoughts vnto? who either bedew- 
ng her cheeks with teares for the, 

heares halfe thy burthen,or elſe ab- 
Ficrging or wiping with her ſoft 
and teares from thy eyes, as ſor- 
Kow from thy ſoule, as Iocaffadid to 
Dedipres with a conſolatory, Quid in 
uat coninx mala granare queitu? 


wh 4 what helpes it Sweet, 

ch, ro AEST NATE 

row 2 ſorrow thy 

Nel aiſaſtrons fate? | 
tal What a Patheticall Oration 


of a [akes Meſſalinus for women , to 
o, if aſociate their husbands in the wars 
> to $18 forraine regions? Oued boreſt11s, 
» of (94a Teuamentum vxorinmreuerten- 
&ar [1191s poſt laborem, &75? what more 
oth | conuenient,then to haue, when wee 
Je > [Feturne from our labours, then the 


comfort of our wiues, as that one 


1ex- | | "90 

aſe [ &ye of Hiern teſtificth of them? 
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An Apologie for Women: 
And thou ſhalt finde 
i, women vertues lie: 
Sweote ſupple mmas, 
- which ſoone towertue bow, 

whereby , by wiſedomes rule 
' _ aredied are, 

And are not fort 

' fond thraldome to allow, 

As we to get are fram a, 

ſo thy to ſpare: 

.=- we maat for paine, 
uf, ' they made, our paines to cheriſh, 
we care abroad, 
1.421  andtheyat home hane care. 
[ Euitrg Imay hay of them, as Ewrpides 
| | fahofthe raſ man, They ſeeme 
| Pet.dere- 7108 fibi;ſed alys nate not to be borne 
Fr em, forty. tO cendclnge! but to others. Dalces 
=  parentes, dulces filth, dulces fratres, 
dulces amiti,ſed dulcifome vxores.It 
is a ſweet thing ro haye parents, T 
children,brothers and friends,burit if, 
is moſt amcene,it is moſt ſweete,to'ſ;, 
haue the comfort of a loving wo- fl, 
| mans 


* 


or, Womens Defence. 

nan, when parents proue vnnatu- 
Fall, children rebllious , brothers 
nkind, friends vnconſtant, wiues 
arc onely like the Gemelli of Hypo- 
rates, inſeparable; the ſweete that 
uſt reliſh all thoſe ſowre potions: 

k wifc is asa good conſcience to a 
an,whereſocuer ſhe is,there is true 
jeace and 1oy: a man 15 neuer Per- 
et, vntill he be marricd.rill then he 
[is defectiuc, he wants a Ribbe, nor 
bo, foxer faleit (as the Ciuilian ſaith)ra- 


ds maritt, ſed maritus radi$USMIS: 


Moone,the beames of her preſence 


bean Axiome as well as an Adage, 
WES Nerberat vxorens qui non habet: vn- 
'c#2 [married men onlybeart their wines, 
s.[t who diſcommend them out of 1g- 


47 


She 1s as the Sunne, and hee the. 


is the cauſe of his ſhining. It may 


5, gnorance for wee cannot iudge of 


It feet, vntill we taſte them: bur molt 
tO Fmaligne them,as Appins did Yirgi- 
YO za, becauſe they cannor obraine 
Ny > Remy 
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4% An Apologie for Women: 


them : and married men diſlaude 
them, becauſethey haue them : for 
Ourequid domi eft,uile eſt:we alwaits 
eſteerne the worſt of that wee inioy: 
preſentium tedio futuri deſiderio labo- 
rams, Wee arclick alwayes of the 
preſcnt,and for future things: 7ar- 
dius bon quam mala ſenſimus , wee 
are more ſenſible of ill thengood,as 


Crcerofanh of his Terenta that tilt 


he was exilde from her company, 
hee neuer knew what content it 


brought vnto him; wee neuer know|lt 
what pleaſures are.till we bee berea-ſto 


ued of them: widdowers can onely 
indge of the coinfoit ofa wife. 


That Children are moſt obliged to 


ther mothers. 


LC Ducing, education, and aftc&i.- 

on, are the threefold cords that 
ſhould rye each childets the loue of 
its mother:firſt,by educing or indu- 
cing 


60, Womens Defence. 
audefcingito this world;wherin euery mo- 
*forfther is as a good Land-Lord to her 
vaitschilde, giuing it both houſe-roome 
10y:Jand nutriment, when it, like an vn- 
/abo.ruly Tenant, doth gricue and vexe 
{ theſſher,and,which is againſt the Leaſe 
far-foft equity, many times cuts and 
weefſcrops the flouriſhing trees of their 
d,asbeauty, and growne too great for 
t tillJtheir places, as many mens minds 
any,Jare fortheir eſtates, they ſecke for a 
At it}more ample habitation,neither can 
nowſthey haue the Lawyers bere deceſitt, 
rea-ftor many times(Proh dolor) they rui- 
nelyInate in their departure, their conti- 
nents, and yet women ſhew them- 
ſclues the trueſt louers, they loue 
fo fthem that hurt them;&:thar it is bet- 
ter not to beginne a good ation at 
\ . all, thento deſiſt; having begunne, 
eAi-Jthey perſeuerc in their benefits, gi- 
thatIuing them that alters natura, that 0- 
ce offthernature, education, nouriſhing 
du-Jour bodies as the Pellicane, though 
> nat 
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An Apologie for Women: 
not with the bloud , yet with the} ; 
fubſtance of their breſis, and when 
they are able inſtruments to exer- 
ciſe the faculties of the ſoule, they 
(and 2a maximum beneficium, quod 
animum reddit metiorem; tat sf ; 
the greateſt benefic which perfeQts] 1, 
the foule) ſuckle our mindes with ;, 
the milke of good manners , train-ſ ,, 
ing vs vp, as Tazaquill did herf 
fonne,inrcligion and learning. The pt 
two Gracchy reaped all rae flowers| ,, 
of their Oratory, from the Garden; 


of their mothers vertues. Ce/ar ob- ta 


raincd his eloquence by conuerſingp ,, 
with his mother, And Socrates,thatf 4 
Athenian Eagle, exhauſted all his , 
wiſcdome from the well-ſpring ol £ 
D:/:ana's inſtruftions. Laſily , byl 1. 
theiraffeQtion- Ratila followed hetf ,, 
ſonne Cotta in his exile; and yetf 


when death bereaued her of him Þ 
| hereyesneuer ſhewed,herheart lol q, 


ved himin expalſo virtuter oftendit, 


louing,the for not louing theny, re- 
prehended.Two reaſons may be gi- 


children. Firſt, becauſe they are cer- 


Yaith he was. Secondly for thar they 


or, Womens Defence. 
1m amiſio,pradentiam: in his exile ſhe 
ſhewed her love, in his death, her © - 
wildome.Two Roman Matrons be- 


holding their ſons, whomthey dee- _ * 
| P etyay. 
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med ro hauebinſlaine in the great ,, Mater [ 
battcl at Thracenimusgheir foules as [ 
incapableof ſo inexpeted ioy took [ 


leaue of their bodies.ButInecd nor 
induce Inſtances,fince they are oft- 
ner with N7obe & Satyras for ouer- 


ven, why they doc moſt affe& their 


tain they are theirs. V Vhertore Tele- 
machas being asked, if it were true 
that 71;/es was his father?anſwered, 
Aater quidez ta hoc aicit My mother 


haue moſt ſorrow by them : for o7- 4 
nis amat bereficia ſaa, wee loue that +3 
moſt dearely, that coſts vs deareſt. 
There is one honour(ſaith Ari/fotle) 
due to the father, another to the 

E 2 mother, 


52 An Apologiefor Women: 


mother:we owe moſt honour to our || 


father in a Geometricall proporti- 
on, in reſpe&@ of dignitie, butmoſi 
to our mother in an Arithmericall 
proportion,in reſpe@ of deſert. For 


2:22.52 4. We have of them principally, wear, 
_+/./8.£.12 our eflence: Secondly,rwS3elw , our 


nouriſhment: thirdly ,uw' uk, our 
education: and 4r0r arts MAagnes 
 eft.c> durus eſt ,qui amorem non repen- 
dit : Loue is the Loadfſtone of 
Lone, and heeis the moſt obdure, 
that doth not repay it. There 1s no 
ingratitude comparable to that 
which is committed againſt the 
mother. Euery man may ſay with 


, Y | 
51 AC BON. Seneca, Ozicquid prefiitt, infra «ſli- 


mationem materni wWuncris eft, 


When I have performed allthat 


can, I can neucr recompence her, 
For hee 15 never conquered in be- 
nefits, whoſe benefitir is,that he is 
conquered. I will wiade vp the clue 
ot this Tract, with that patheri- 

call 


"WENN "RI ” Fl FF: RES "TP 
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4 — pew 
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| call faying of Petrearch: por. 
Cum nihil [it natts Mate. 
raterno mages amore: | 
Tam mater ftuays 
eſt 71eneranda ps. 
Since Mothers moZ# 
their childrens ftates doe render 
By ob ſequious antie, 
we them thankes ſhould dr. 


The Caftrophe. 


[TT is no maruell if the Cathary; Diod.. 4m. 
would rechange three or foure 
men, for one woman captiuated or 
taken priſoner : if the Egyptians, 
& Lycians, would have them rule 
borh in publike, and private : If the 
Lacedemonians called thcir wiues 
weizg , Ladies : It che Germans paid Tac.de ator. 
ſo deare for their Spouſes : If Plato ©: 
held a woman as neceſſary in a Fa- 
mily, as aKing 1n a Countrey; ſince 
they doc exccil 1n all the principall 
JT Patsicns 


by 4 | | tt os : | % 
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paſſions of the minde; hauing,; as 
Auſer:s ſaith of Hero, a hundred 
graces: Incontinencic, Cato's ; in ſg 
fortitude, Scrpzo's ; in conſtancie, A- 
chates ;in pulchritude, as the'Poer 
laith of 4marintha, all beauty; in 
wit, the Marmulade and ſucket of 
Muſes:Cordial Nepenthes of cqm- 
fort to theirhusbands «: True Pelli- 
cans to their children. If Nature; 
faith P/atarch, would ſee her ſelfe, 
woman muſt be her perſpeRiue,or 
Looking-glaſſe? Women ? What 7* 
arethey ? Natures pride, Vertues 
Fg ornament, Angels on earth, Saints 
27M in Heaven ; memorable to be regi- 
[9s | {tred, worthy to bee ſerued. In a 
Fs _ word, if the world bee a Ring, wo: 
"oa ,- man 1s the Diamond ſer in this 
pf Ring. iÞ - 
15% And now my Pen willneeds take 
ble. | his leaue of its faire Loue, the Pa- 
per, with blubbering, as you ſee 
theſe ruder teares of Inke.] may ſay, 
| | | as 


or, Womens Defence. «55 


as Fefls ſaith of himfelfe, Res geff25 r,6,, wh. 
ſtgnaui,non ſcripſ; , I have touched, Ren. init. 
4. | not handled their vertues, VVhere- 

in I haue obſerned halfe of /ops Lubinin 
-, | counſel to Solon,Hum 5 il :that his Jie 

of | ſpeech ſhould beceither ſhort, or 

{weer., V Vhat I want in ſuauitie , I 

have endeuoured to ſupply by bre- 

uitie zof which, if any one accule 
me,let Sezeca giuea pricke to their 
Toade-ſwolne galls with his Naz- 


ar | guar parum eff, quod ſatis eff. 1 
know, that more may be ſaid of 


es og eds Trop 
bs each qualitie ; but I defired 

j- notto ſayall, bur / 

a enough, | 
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